
To: Councillor Woodward (Chair);
Councillors Dennis, D Edwards,
Livingston, McDonald and Skeats.

Peter Sloman
Chief Executive 

Civic Offices, Bridge Street, 
Reading, RG1 2LU

0118 937 3787

Direct: 0118 937 2368
email: amy.bryan@reading.gov.uk

29 September 2017

Your contact is: Amy Bryan – Committee Services

NOTICE OF MEETING - LICENSING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 3 – 10 OCTOBER 2017

A meeting of Licensing Applications Sub-Committee 3 will be held on Tuesday 10 October
2017 at 6.30pm in the Council Chamber, Civic Offices, Bridge Street, Reading.  The agenda 
for the meeting is set out below.

AGENDA
WARDS AFFECTED PAGE NO

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST -

Councillors to declare any disclosable pecuniary interests they may have 
in relation to the items for consideration.

2. QUESTIONS -

To receive any questions from Councillors and members of the public.

3. APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A SEXUAL 
ENTERTAINMENT VENUE LICENCE – KOALA, 
108 FRIAR STREET, READING

ABBEY 1

To consider an application by Treehouse Bar Limited for the grant of a 
Sexual Entertainment Venue Licence in respect of Koala, 108 Friar
Street, Reading.

CIVIC OFFICES EMERGENCY EVACUATION: If an alarm sounds, leave by the nearest fire exit quickly and calmly 
and assemble on the corner of Bridge Street and Fobney Street. You will be advised when it is safe to re-enter 
the building.

www.reading.gov.uk | facebook.com/ReadingCouncil | twitter.com/ReadingCouncil





READING BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT BY DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT & NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES

TO: LICENSING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 3

DATE: 10 OCTOBER 2017 AGENDA ITEM: 3

TITLE: APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A SEXUAL ENTERTAINMENT VENUE
LICENCE – KOALA, 108 FRIAR STREET, READING, RG1 1EP   

LEAD  
COUNCILLOR:

COUNCILLOR 
HACKER

PORTFOLIO: CULTURE, SPORT AND CONSUMER 
SERVICES

SERVICE: PLANNING 
DEVELOPMENT & 
REGULATORY 
SERVICES

WARDS: ABBEY

LEAD 
OFFICER:

PETER NARANCIC TEL: 0118 937 3762

JOB TITLE: SENIOR LICENSING 
AND ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER

E-MAIL: licensing@reading.gov.uk 

1. PURPOSE AND SUMMARY OF REPORT

1.1

2. RECOMMENDATION

2.1 That you consider the application as detailed in the report in line with the   
representations received; the Council’s licensing policy in respect of SEV’s and any 
other relevant matters. The application should be considered in accordance with 
the relevant legislation which, in this instance, is Schedule 3 of the Local 
Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1982.

2.2     That when determining this application, a full statement of reasons is given 
explaining the decision and that any decision taken has due regard to the Public 
Sector Equality Duty as specified within Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010.



3. POLICY CONTEXT

3.1

3.2

Appendix PN-1

3.3

Appendix PN-2

3.4

4. BACKGROUND

4.1

4.2

4.3 

4.4 



5. THE PROPOSAL

5.1

.

5.2
Appendix PN-3

Appendix PN-4

5.3

Appendix PN-5
Appendix PN-6
Appendix PN-7

NB: Paragraph 10 (17) of Schedule 3 of the LGMPA 1982 states that the authority 
shall not – without the consent of the objector – reveal his/her name to the 
applicant.  

5.4 Options available to the Committee

Appendix PN-8

6.     CONTRIBUTION TO STRATEGIC AIMS

6.1. Community Safety Implications

6.1.1 



6.2 Sustainability

6.2.1

7. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND INFORMATION

7.1

8. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5



NB: As per paragraph 27 (3) of Schedule 3 of the LGMPA 1982, an applicant
whose application is refused under either ground specified in paragraph 12 (3) 
(c) or (d) does not have the right of appeal.

9. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

9.1

9.2    

10. EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT



COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – 29 JUNE 2010 

Resolved:

Our Approach to Local Government in 
Reading,

17. TREE STRATEGY 

18. REGULATION OF SEXUAL ENTERTAINMENT VENUES 

APPENDIX PN-1



COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – 29 JUNE 2010 

Resolved:

19. PROVISIONAL END OF YEAR FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS AND TREASURY OUTTURN 
REPORT



APPENDIX PN-2



 



 

 



 

 

 
 





 
 

 



 



 



• 
• 
• 
• 

 



 

 



APPENDIX PN-3





































Classification: OFFICIAL 

HEREBY GRANT PREMISES LICENCE 

Premises Licence Number  LP9000407

Premises Details 
Trading name of Premises and Address

Telephone Number 

Where the Licence is time limited the dates the Licence is valid
N/A

Licensable Activities 
Licensable Activities authorised by the Licence

Authorised Hours for Licensable Activities 
The times the licence authorises the carrying out of licensable activities 

Hours for the Perfomance of Plays 

APPENDIX PN-4



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Hours for the Exhibition of Films 

Hours for Indoor Sports 

Hours for the Performance of Live Music 



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Hours for the Playing of Recorded Music 

Hours for the Performance of Dance 

Hours for anything similar to Live Music, Recorded Music & Performance of Dance 



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Hours for the Provision of Late Night Refreshment 

Hours for the Sale by Retail of Alcohol 

Opening Hours 
Hours the Premises is Open to the Public



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Alcohol
Where the licence authorises supplies of alcohol whether these are on and/or off 
supplies 

Premises Licence Holder 
Name, (registered) address of holder of premises licence

Name:
Address:

Additional Details 
Name, address and telephone number of designated premises supervisor where 
the premises licence authorises the supply of alcohol 

Name:
Address:

Designated Premises Supervisor 
Personal Licence number and issuing authority of personal licence held by the 
designated premises supervisor where the premises licence authorises the supply 
of alcohol 

Personal Licence Number:
Issuing Authority:

 08/05/2017



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Annex 1 

Mandatory Conditions 

Supply of Alcohol 

To be applied where a premises licence authorises the supply of alcohol 

Film Exhibitions 

Door Supervisors 

To be applied where a premises licence or club premises certificate includes a 
condition that any person must be at the premises to carry out a security activity.  
[Except premises with a premises licence authorising only plays or films or 
premises used exclusively by a club]. 

To be applied only where a premises licence or club premises certificate 
authorises the exhibitions of films 



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Responsible Drink Promotions (commencement date 01/10/2014) 



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Drink Measurements (commencement date 01/10/2014) 



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Minimum Permitted Pricing (commencement 28th May 2014)

3



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Annex 2 

Conditions Consistent with the Operating Schedule 



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Prevention of Crime & Disorder 



Classification: OFFICIAL 

Protection of Children from Harm 

Annex 3 

Conditions attached after a hearing by the Licensing Authority 

Annex 4

Plans



Name of Officer

Type of Application 

Name of Premises
Address 

Licensable Activities 

                      

Finish Times Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
0300 0300 0300 0300 0300 0300 0300 

Content of Application:  

Licensing Officer’s Comments: 

any premises at which relevant 
entertainment is provided before a live audience for financial gain of the 
organiser or the entertainer’ any live 
performance or any live display of nudity which it must reasonably be assumed to 
be provided solely or principally for the purpose of sexually stimulating any 
member of the audience (whether by verbal or other means)’

APPENDIX PN-5



the Council 
shall decide a locality as a matter of fact to be determined by the particular 
circumstances of each case’



135 (1xstudio, 54x1, 73x2 & 7x3-bed) residential units (Class C3)

to comprise of 
25 flats (15 studios, 6 x 1 bedroom and 4 x 2 bedrooms)

Granted 04/04/16

to comprise 19 x studio flats and 
6 x 1 bedroom flats

Granted 06/07/15

provide residential 
units

This outline permission includes up to a maximum of 336 residential units (not 



student units). 



Date Received 01/08/2017 Date Due 29/08/2017

Date 19 08 2017 
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GEN46-LAN(5/95) 

THAMES VALLEY POLICE 
Division/Station : Reading Licensing Dept 

From : PC 5787 Simon Wheeler To : Reading Borough Council Licensing 
Authority
   

Ref : Black Diamond Application, 108 Friar Street Date : 23 August 2017 Tel.No.

Thames Valley Police Observations 

To whom it may concern 

Thames Valley Police wish to submit the following observations in relation to the application for a 
Sexual Entertainment Venue (SEV) licence. 

We have given consideration to the application submitted for “Black Diamond” and taken into 
consideration both the proposed layout and the operating policy. 

We would encourage the Licensing Sub-Committee to take into consideration the following points 
which we feel may have an impact on crime and disorder. 

1. We have noted that there is a contradiction between the venue policy with regards to the 
consumption of alcohol by dancers. Within the “safe operation” section rule 14 alludes to 
dancers being disallowed from performance whilst under the influence of alcohol. However, 
rule 16 within the “dancer conduct” section states that they may consume alcohol in 
moderation. We would recommend that no consumption of alcohol by dancers takes place 
whilst they are engaged in paid employment on the premises. This will ensure that they are 
able to fully conduct themselves in the correct and professional manner in a way which we 
would not expect any other employee whilst working in the premises to be consuming any 
alcohol. 

2. Rule 24 within the “safe operation” states that the incident log should be reviewed monthly, 
we recommend this takes place on a daily basis. 

3. We would like to ensure that both male and female door supervisors are employed as it may 
be pertinent on occasion for a female door supervisor to be more effective when dealing with 
the potentially vulnerable female dancers. 

4. In relation to the security of dancers within the private booths and concerns over the 
monitoring of activity within we would ask the following points are addressed at the hearing. 
Firstly how is the licensing authority policy relating to SEV ensured to be being followed ie 
distance of dancers from customers? Will for example there be a member of staff that 
continuously monitors all CCTV to ensure that compliance is adhered to, and If not how will 
this be monitored in real time as each booth has a door or curtain? Secondly if a dancer within 
the booth has an issue with a customer how will they be able to relay that information, for 
example will there be panic alarms at their disposal? 

5. On the venue plan we note that the booths on the first floor have internally opening doors. We 
have a concern that if a dancer were to attempt to withdraw from a situation and a customer 
leant on the door she may not be able to escape. We would recommend that if doors are used 
they open externally to allow easier egress or are replaced by curtains etc. 

6. Toilet facilties – we note that the staff toilet facilities are situated only on the first floor and 
consists of one toilet. Are dancers expected to use the public facilities on the ground floor and 
if so you may have concern as we do of the mixing of dancers and members of the public with 
joint access to these facilities. 

7. Rule 1 within the general house rules states that any dancer leaving to smoke will inform the 
“DJ”. We would recommend that as the person actively managing the welfare of the dancers 
that the Floor Supervisor may be more appropriate. 

8. We recommend that dancers also receive training on the licensing objectives and with specific 
regard to the identification and signs of intoxication and drug usage which will enable them to 
make informed decisions to report incidents and customers to other staff and managers. 

9. Finally we make note that the alcohol menu makes reference to several prices linked to the 
sale of large bottles of wine and spirits. We would expect the relevant checks and balances to 

Subject  :

APPENDIX PN-6



GEN46-LAN(5/95) 

be put into place to ensure that irresponsible drinking does not take place and we would hope 
that the Licensing Sub-Committee will give due consideration to how the operation intend to 
manage this in order to uphold the licensing objectives. 

Thames Valley Police provide these observations as an impartial reference point in relation to this 
application and for consideration. 

In relation to the general operation of such venues we have but one other example currently trading 
within Reading in order to measure the impact of such premises on the licensing objectives, 
specifically crime and disorder. 

Currently that premises provides minimal cause for Police intervention with four incidents requiring 
Police attendance occurring in the last two 30 months. 

A caveat to this however is previously before an operator change within that premises there was cause 
for concern in relation to activities by the dancers. These were not conducive to the Licensing 
Authorities SEV policy in that dancers were sitting on and touching customers. Also some incidents 
were reported where intoxicated customers were encouraged to pay exhorbitant fees for dancers 
whilst they were so drunk they could not make considered decisions. 

Therefore, we recommend that although businesses of this nature when run professionally and in line 
with the SEV policy appear to cause few issues of crime and disorder, that in order to ensure this is 
the case the points we recommend above become very relevant to prevent incidents as mentioned. 

PC 5787 Simon Wheeler 
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  Annex 1

Conditions attached for the Grant of a Sexual Entertainment Venue Licence 

APPENDIX PN-8






